
MENNO CITY COUNCIL BUDGET MEETING 
July 20, 2026 

 
Mayor Darrell Mehlhaf called the city council budget meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. on July 20, 2026, in the finance office at City 
Hall. Council answering roll call: George Cokens, Amber Cross, Ron Diede, Jerry Fischer, Jacob Mettler and Terah Schoenfish. 
Finance Officer Jodi Fischer was also present. 
 
Cokens moved to approve the agenda. Schoenfish seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 

2nd  Reading Ordinance #2026-2 Amend Chpt 2-Abandon Vehicles by Adding Definition: Diede moved to give 2nd  
reading of ordinance #2026-2 amend Chapter 2-Abandon Vehicles by Adding Definitions. Mettler seconded the 
motion. Roll call: all votes aye. 
 

ORDINANCE #2026-2 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2005 REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA 
ESTABLISHING DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO CHAPTER 2 ABANDONED VEHICLES. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF MENNO, HUTCHINSON COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA, that the 2005 Revised 
Ordinances of the City of Menno, South Dakota be amended to read as follows: 

Chapter 2, Section 2-1 is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 2-1a. Definitions.  

For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:  

1. Abandoned Motor Vehicle means any motor vehicle as deemed herein which is left unattended on any 
public street, alley, public place or parking lot within the municipality for a longer period that 24 hours 
without notifying the chief of police and making arrangements for the parking of such motor vehicle. (SDCL § 
32-36-2(1));  

2. Junk Motor Vehicle means any vehicle, regardless of registration status, which is not in operating condition 
due to damage, removal, or inoperability of one or more tires or wheels, the engine or other essential parts 
required for the operation of the vehicle, or which constitutes an immediate health, safety, fire, or traffic 
hazard. This section shall not apply to any vehicle enclosed within a building on private property or to any 
vehicle held in connection with a business enterprise properly operated in the appropriate zoning district.. 
(SDCL § 32-36-2(3));  

3. Motor Vehicle means any vehicle which is self-propelled and designed to travel along the ground and shall 
include, but not be limited to, automobiles, buses, motorbikes, motorcycles, motor scooters, trucks, 
tractors, go-carts, campers and trailers. (SDCL § 32-36-2(4));  

4. Private Property means any real property within the municipality which is privately owned and which is not 
public property as defined herein;  

5. Public Property means any street, alley or highway, or boulevard which shall include the entire width 
between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained for the purposes of vehicular travel, and also 
means any other publicly owned property or facility; 

 

6. Removal Agency means any public body, or private or nonprofit organization, authorized to remove and 
salvage abandoned and junk motor vehicles and other scrap metals (SDCL § 32-36-2(5));  



7. Vehicle means any conveyance which is designed to travel along the ground or in the water and shall 
include, but not be limited to, automobiles, buses, motorbikes, motorcycles, motor scooters, trucks, 
tractors, pull trailers, go-carts, golf carts, boats, campers and trailers.   

Section 2-1b. Declaration of public interest in disposal.  

Abandoned, derelict, and junk motor vehicles and other scrap metals constitute a hazard to the health and welfare 
of the people of the city in that such vehicles and other scrap metals can harbor noxious diseases, furnish shelter 
and breeding places for vermin, and present physical dangers to the safety and well-being of children and other 
citizens.  Abandoned, derelict, and junk motor vehicles and other scrap metals also constitute a blight on the 
landscape of the city, and therefore, are a detriment to the environment.  The indiscriminate abandonment and 
retirement of motor vehicles and other scrap metals constitute a waste of valuable sources of useful metal.  It is 
therefore in the public interest that the present accumulation of abandoned, derelict, and junk motor vehicles and 
other scrap metals be eliminated, that future abandonment, dereliction, and junking of motor vehicles and other 
scrap metals be discouraged, that the expansion of existing scrap recycling facilities be developed, and that other 
acceptable and economically useful methods for the disposal of abandoned, derelict, and junk motor vehicles and 
other scrap metals be developed. (SDCL 32-36-1) 
 

ATTEST:       CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA 

Jodi Fischer, City Finance Officer   Darrell J. Mehlhaf, Mayor 

 

_________________________________                _______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Resolution #2026-03:  Fischer moved to approve Resolution No. 2026-03. Cross seconded the motion. Roll call: all 
votes aye. 
 
 

CITY OF MENNO RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03  

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY WATER METER SURCHARGE TO FUND THE COST OF NEW WATER 
METERS AND ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM.  

WHEREAS, Chapter 38 of the 2005 Revised Ordinances of Menno governs the City water system and expressly 

provides that all water consumed shall be charged for and paid at rates set by resolution of the Menno City Council; 

and  

WHEREAS, Section 38-31 provides that all water consumed shall be charged for and paid at rates as set by resolution 

of the city council, and Chapter 38 further authorizes other water-related charges and fees to be set by resolution or 

by the city council; and  

WHEREAS, Section 38-40 further contemplates charges in addition to other authorized charges being added to the 

appropriate water bill; and  

WHEREAS, the Menno City Council previously adopted Resolution #7 dated  

December 2, 2024, revising water rates by resolution pursuant to Section 38-31; and  



WHEREAS, at the July 6, 2026 regular meeting, the Menno City Council accepted the bid of DSG, Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota, in the amount of $172,480.00 for new water meters, and approved financing the cost by adding a water 

meter surcharge of $10.18 per month to each resident's utility bill, with the surcharge to end once the amount is 

recovered, estimated to be approximately four years; and  

WHEREAS, at the same July 6, 2026 regular meeting, the Menno City Council approved a transfer of $172,480.00 

from the general fund to the water fund, with that amount to be repaid over four years by the water meter 

surcharge; and  

WHEREAS, the Menno City Council finds that replacement of the City's water meters and implementation of related 

metering infrastructure are necessary to maintain, improve, and efficiently operate the municipal water system, 

improve measurement accuracy, and support continued water service to customers of the system; and  

WHEREAS, the Menno City Council further finds that it is necessary and reasonable to establish a temporary monthly 

surcharge as part of the City's water rate structure in order to recover the cost of the meter project and repay the 

transfer made from the general fund to the water fund for that purpose; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Menno City Council as follows:  

  

Section 1. Authority  

This Resolution is adopted pursuant to Chapter 38 of the 2005 Revised Ordinances of Menno, including Section 38-31 

authorizing water rates to be set by resolution of the city council, and in furtherance of the City's authority to 

establish and collect authorized water charges on utility bills.  

Section 2. Establishment of surcharge  

Effective beginning with the first regular utility billing issued after the installation process has begun, there is hereby 

established a Water Meter Surcharge in the amount of $10.18 per month per active residential water account.  

Section 3. Purpose of surcharge  

The Water Meter Surcharge is established as a temporary charge within the City's water rate structure for the sole 

purpose of recovering the cost of acquiring and implementing new water meters and related metering infrastructure 

for the municipal water system, and for repayment to the general fund of monies transferred to the water fund for 

that project.  

Section 4. Billing and collection  

The Water Meter Surcharge shall be shown as a separate line item on the monthly utility bill, shall be due and 

payable at the same time as other utility services, and shall be collected and enforced in the same manner as other 

authorized water charges, rates, fees, penalties, and reconnection-related amounts under Chapter 38.  

Failure to pay the Water Meter Surcharge shall be treated in the same manner as failure to pay other amounts due 

on the utility bill under Sections 38-33 and 38-34 of Chapter 38.  

Section 5. Deposit and accounting of revenues  

Amounts collected from the Water Meter Surcharge shall be deposited into the water fund, or such other fund or 

account as the Finance Officer determines is appropriate for tracking repayment of the transfer from the general 

fund for the water meter project, and shall be used solely for meter-project cost recovery and repayment purposes 

unless otherwise directed by later action of the Menno City Council.  



Section 6. Duration and termination  

The Water Meter Surcharge is temporary and shall remain in effect only until the City has recovered the total amount 

of $172,480.00, representing the amount approved for transfer from the general fund to the water fund for the 

water meter project, unless earlier amended or repealed by resolution of the Menno City Council.  

Upon certification by the Finance Officer that the full amount of $172,480.00 has been recovered through surcharge 

collections, the Water Meter Surcharge shall automatically terminate as of the next regular utility billing cycle 

without the need for further council action; provided, however, that the Council may instead terminate the 

surcharge by later resolution at any earlier or later time if necessary to account for billing adjustments, 

delinquencies, rounding, or other administrative matters related to final cost recovery.  

Section 7. No amendment to remaining rates  

Except as expressly provided in this Resolution, all previously adopted water rates, base charges, volumetric charges, 

bulk rates, fees, deposits, penalties, and other utility billing provisions shall remain in full force and effect.  

Section 8. Severability  

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Resolution is for any reason held invalid or 

unenforceable, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution.  

Section 9. Effective date  

This Resolution shall take effect after passage and publication as required by law, and the surcharge established 

herein shall first be imposed on the utility billing cycle specified in Section 2.  

Passed and adopted by the Menno City Council at Menno, South Dakota, this 20th day of July, 2026.   

ATTEST:       CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA 

Jodi Fischer, City Finance Officer   Darrell J. Mehlhaf, Mayor 

 

_________________________________                _______________________________ 
 
 
Variance – Jerry Fischer 211 S. High St.: Having heard no opposition, Schoenfish moved to grant a variance to allow 
garage to be built 1 ft from the south property line. Cokens seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 
Pool Closing:  Mettler moved to approve the closing of the pool for the season on August 9th.  Diede seconded the 
motion.  All votes aye. 
 
Budget:  The council reviewed the budget sheets for all funds.   
 
Diede moved to adjourn at 6:39 p.m. Mettler seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
ATTEST:      CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA  
 
 
___________________________  ________________________________ 
Jodi Fischer, Finance Officer   Darrell J. Mehlhaf, Mayor 
Published once at the approximate cost of $________. 


