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MINUTES OF MENNO CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS  
July 6, 2026 

 
 

Mayor Darrell Mehlhaf called the City Council to order at 6:00 p.m. on July 6, 2026 in the finance office at city hall. 
Council answering roll call: George Cokens, Ron Diede, Jerry Fischer, Jacob Mettler and Terah Schoenfish. Finance 
Officer Jodi Fischer, Superintendent Anthony Cokens, and Police Chief Bryan Spiotti were also present. 
 
Agenda: Cokens moved to approve the agenda. Diede seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
REGULAR MEETING ITEMS: Minutes: Fischer moved to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2026 regular meeting. 
Mettler seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
Finance Report: Cokens moved to approve the June finance report.  Schoenfish seconded the motion.  All votes 
aye.  
 

 
Council Financial Review: The council reviewed the bank statements, credit card invoices, bank reconciliation, 
automatic withdrawals, receipts and checks written during the month of June. 
 
Warrants: Mettler moved to approve the following warrants. Schoenfish seconded the motion. Roll call: all votes 
aye. 
 
WARRANTS APPROVED: Council 441.76; Mayor 207.79; Finance 2375.97; Police 4594.46; Street 3035.26; Garbage 
198.09; Cemetery 161.61; Ambulance 1510.51; Pool 5546.73; Parks 800.51; Library 442.36; Development 286.38; 
Water 1701.32; Sewer 1695.98; Aflac, insurance 300.18; Wellmark BCBS, group insurance 4864.28; VSP, vision 
insurance 42.60; SDRS, retirement 2279.20; SDSRP, supplemental retirement 610.00; EFTPS, payroll taxes 5718.03. 
Utilities: NorthWestern Energy, electricity & gas 3933.77; Golden West, phone & internet 504.94; AT&T, police cell 
phone 54.97; SD State Treasurer, sales tax 483.12; USDA, Phase 2 sewer loan pmt 3077.00; Badger Meter, support 
91.20; Banyon Data Systems, fund & billing support 2320.00; Barnes & Noble, library books 257.45; Bound Tree, 
amb supplies 697.64; B-Y Water, water 9738.00; Cardmember Services, lodging, supplies 1610.22; City of Menno, 
deposit refund 379.60; Deposit Refund, water deposits 370.40; Freeman Regional Health, CPR training 200.00; Tim 
Freier, cemetery mowing 1400.00; Jodi Fischer, mileage 181.98; Green Eggs & Ram, IT services 143.64; Jurrens 
Electronics, service call pool cameras 109.95; Klaudt Service, fuel  1506.50; Kleinsasser’s, supplies 44.97; 
Kleinsasser Enterprises, rental 600.00; Matheson Tri-Gas, amb supplies 76.75; Kleinsassers, supplies 188.16; 
Maxwell Construction, lift rental 1563.00; Mehlhaff Trucking, gravel 1252.00; Menno Area Development Corp., 
dues-annual contribution 6763.00; Menno Lumber, supplies 688.07; Mettler Implement, supplies 44.10; Myer’s 
Sanitation, 285 residential 6831.45; Nippon Sanso Matheson, amb-oxygen 80.70; Postmaster, postage 610.00; 
Principal Life, group ins. 1002.12; SD Rural water, annual dues 445.00; SCPI, publishing 143.08; SD Assoc. Rural 
Water, annual dues 445.00; SD Unemployment Service, unemployment ins. 88.33; SD One Call, locates 47.04; Total 
Stop, fuel-supplies 58.23; Tyndall NAPA, 285.47; US Bank, clean water SRF loan 3191.96; Water Management 
Solutions, drainage ditch mower 102.04. 
 
 
 
Police Report: Diede moved to approve the police report. Mettler seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
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Perpetual Care Totals

Checking  Balance   05/29/26 1,323,358.08 103,508.00 84,209.78 218,386.82 74,814.27 32,928.86 3,477.86 1,840,683.67

     Warrants: (62,308.72) (30,693.62) (13,569.90) (3,661.23) 0.00 (3,077.00) 0.00 (113,310.47)

     JE Adjustment - June 2026 172.81 (437.06) 83.55 100.05 80.65 0.00

Authorized Transfers (25,000.00) 54,736.00 (29,736.00) 0.00

     Receipts: 55,279.43 785.85 24,110.74 9,617.82 2,561.51 3,348.35 0.00 95,703.70

     Interest: 403.58 40.00 29.39 95.19 568.16

Checking  Balance   06/30/26 1,291,905.18 128,376.23 94,342.95 224,522.15 47,739.83 33,280.86 3,477.86 1,823,645.06

Profit or (Loss) for the month (31,452.90) 24,868.23 10,133.17 6,135.33 (27,074.44) 352.00 0.00 (17,038.61)
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• One traffic stop, verbal warning issued 

• Assist Freeman PD with juvenile case regarding a juvenile from Menno 

• Received a complaint regarding a phone scam 

• Spoke to a representative of Consumer Protection regarding giving a presentation to senior citizens about 
scams and solicitors. This will take place at Roosters on 7/28 at 12p.m. 

• Received  a complaint regarding identity theft 

• Dispatched to a complaint regarding someone possessing a sparkler bomb. 

• Assisted sheriffs with accident on hwy 18 

• Met with city attorney for verbiage on the Abandoned Vehicles Ordinance. 

• Assisted county with domestic call in Menno 

• Sent report from 4/12/26 to states attorney regarding intoxicated male. 

• Spoke to 3 homeowners about lawns and weeds. 

• Dispatched to S. 5th street for report of a missing teenager that was thought to be walking south. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Bid – Water Meters – Accept or Reject:  The Council previously heard presentations at the January 
and February meetings regarding smart water meter technology, advanced metering infrastructure systems, and 
long-term water metering solutions and support that could improve customer service, reduce costs, and provide 
more accurate water measurement. The city currently utilizes mechanical water meters. At the May 4, 2026 
council meeting a motion was made to advertise for bids for new water meters. One bid was received and opened 
at the June 1, 2026 council meeting. DSG, Sioux Falls SD for $172,480.00. Cokens moved to accept this bid and to 
finance it by adding a water meter surcharge of $10.18 a month to each resident’s utility bill. This surcharge would 
end once this amount is reached (approx. 4 years). Diede seconded the motion. Roll call: all votes aye. 
 
Schoenfish moved to transfer $172,480 from the general fund to the water fund. This will be paid back over 4 
years by the water meter surcharge. Mettler seconded the motion. Roll call: all votes aye. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 1st Reading Ordinance #2026-2 Amend Chpt 2-Abandon Vehicles by Adding Definition: Fischer 
moved to give 1st reading of ordinance #2026-2 amend Chapter 2-Abandon Vehicles by adding definitions. 
Schoenfish seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 
City of Menno Website Contract Renewal:  Our current website contract ends 1/01/2027. Diede moved to accept 
a 4-year contract with Catalis, which includes an upgrade and design refresh that would make our website ADA 
compliant (a requirement for all municipalities). The cost is $2,000 for 1st year, $2,120 for 2nd year, $2,247 for 3rd 
year, and $2,381 for 4th year. The Menno Area Development Corporation will be reimbursing the city for half the 
cost each year. Cokens seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 
Budget Meeting: Schoenfish moved to hold the budget meeting on July 20th at 6:00 p.m.  Diede seconded the 
motion.  All votes aye. 
 
Siren – Relocation of Siren & Removal of Timed Notifications: Cokens moved to relocate the siren from the east 
side of the fire station to the softball field on the north side of town. We currently have 2 sirens located in the 
middle of town. Schoenfish seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 
No action taken on the whistles time notifications.  
 
Mettler moved to adjourn at 7:21 p.m. Schoenfish seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 
ATTEST:        CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
                          
Jodi Fischer, Finance Officer    Darrell J Mehlhaf, Mayor 
Published once at the approximate cost of $_________. 


