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MINUTES OF MENNO CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS  
September 8, 2026 

 
 

Mayor Darrell Mehlhaf called the city council to order at 6:00 p.m. on September 8, 2026 in the finance office at city hall. Council 
answering roll call: George Cokens, Ron Diede, Jerry Fischer, and Terah Schoenfish. Finance Officer Jodi Fischer and Superintendent 
Anthony Cokens were also present. 
 
Agenda: Cokens moved to approve the agenda.  Schoenfish seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
REGULAR MEETING ITEMS: Minutes:  Diede moved to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2026 regular meeting. Fischer seconded 
the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
Finance Report: Cokens moved to approve the August finance report. Schoenfish seconded the motion.  All votes aye.  
 

 
 
Council Financial Review:  The council reviewed the bank statements, credit card invoices, bank reconciliation, automatic 
withdrawals, receipts and checks written during the month of August.  
 
Warrants: Cokens moved to approve the following warrants. Schoenfish seconded the motion.  Roll call: all votes aye. 
 
WARRANTS APPROVED: Council 903.49; Mayor 253.96; Finance 2235.41; Police 3787.12; Streets 3208.52; Garbage 216.09; 
Cemetery 161.61; Ambulance 668.09; Pool 4054.62; Parks 406.05; Library 387.19; Development 294.10; Water 1773.40; Sewer 
1783.86; Aflac, insurance 300.18; Wellmark BCBS, group insurance 4864.28; VSP, vision insurance 42.60; SDRS, retirement 2298.02; 
SDSRP, supplemental retirement 645.00; EFTPS, payroll taxes 5286.24. Utilities: NorthWestern Energy, electricity & gas 4617.94; 
Golden West, phone 293.38; SD State Treasurer, sales tax 742.37; USDA, Phase 2 sewer loan pmt 3077.00; AT&T Mobility, police cell 
phone 56.27; Badger Meter, support 102.60; Bertsch Law Office, legal fees 450.92; B-Y Water, water 7396.50; Cardmember Services, 
supplies 220.52; City of Menno, 3rd qtr utilities 3366.92; Dakota Supply Group, Kamstrup AMI 13,000.00; Dept of Health, samples 
100.00; Deposit refund, water deposit refund 150.00; Tim Freier, mow cemetery 1400.00; Green Eggs & Ram, IT support & supplies 
524.48; Helena, chemical 379.97; Klaudt Service, fuel-supplies 1147.88; Menno Fire Dept., state fire school 252.69; Menno Lumber, 
supplies 556.76; Myers Sanitation, 286 residential 6855.42; Nippon Sanso Matheson Inc., oxygen 80.70; Powers Port A Pot, port a 
potties 265.50; Principal Life, group ins. 1002.12; Reimbursement, life guard certifications 578.81; Reimbursement, mileage & trailer 
rent 187.00; Riteway Business Forms, AP checks 178.01; Sanitation Products Inc., supplies 740.00; SCPI, publishing 108.48; SD One 
Call, locates 322.56; Southeastern Electric, REA pole 50.00; Spencer Quarries Inc., rock chips 4450.68; Tabor Lumber Cooperative, 
propane-lift station 223.50; Team Lab, supplies 1784.00; Total Stop, fuel 221.08; Van Diest Supply Co., supplies 2120.00; Walter 
Welding, supplies 5.32, Water Management Solutions, telehandler rental 195.00. 
 
Police Report: Fischer moved to approve the police report. Diede seconded the motion. All votes aye. Conducted traffic 
enforcement at various locations throughout the city, city ordinance violation – peddlers in town, assist other agency (civil matter), 
school patrol conducted before and after school, 3 citizen complaints, investigate theft from local business, 1 traffic stop for failure 
to stop, dispatched to civil matter with assistance from Hutchinson County Deputies. 
 
Review SD Open Meeting Laws:  The mayor & council reviewed Conducting the Public’s Business in Public brochure prepared by the 
SD Attorney General’s Office (revised 2026). 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 2nd reading-Budget:  Schoenfish moved to give 2nd reading of the budget ordinance #2026-3, an ordinance setting 
the appropriations for the 2027 budget.  Cokens seconded the motion.  Roll call: all votes aye 
 
Water Tower Cleaning & Inspection: Diede moved to approve H & H Contracting Inc. to conduct an maintenance/inspection of the 
water tower. Fischer seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
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Perpetual Care Totals

Checking  Balance   07/31/26 1,292,160.92 128,414.39 81,151.71 250,435.20 50,296.00 33,490.36 3,577.86 1,839,526.44

     Warrants: (58,197.74) 0.00 (30,021.74) (3,753.79) 0.00 (3,077.00) 0.00 (95,050.27)

     JE Adjustment - August 2026 179.47 (462.36) 127.43 88.81 66.65 0.00

Authorized Transfers (172,480.00) 172,480.00 0.00

     Receipts: 51,315.61 59.03 23,216.56 7,804.37 2,400.08 3,126.85 100.00 88,022.50

     Interest: 331.08 38.09 73.04 101.10 543.31

Checking  Balance   08/31/26 1,113,309.34 128,511.51 246,437.21 254,714.31 52,784.89 33,606.86 3,677.86 1,833,041.98

Profit or (Loss) for the month (178,851.58) 97.12 165,285.50 4,279.11 2,488.89 116.50 100.00 (6,484.45)
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Ambulance EVOC Driver: Cokens moved to hire Amber Vaith as an EMR at the rate of $30/hr. Diede seconded the motion. All votes 
aye. 
 
Part-time Custodial: Fischer moved to hire Lori Woehl for a part-time custodial position at the rate of $14/hr. Schoenfish seconded 
the motion. All votes aye. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Monday, October 5, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Diede moved to adjourn at 7:06 p.m.  Cokens seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:        CITY OF MENNO, SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
 
                          
Jodi Fischer, Finance Officer    Darrell J Mehlhaf, Mayor 
 


